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Big Bill to Japan Fast
America for POVERTY AND RICHES Drawn

by Rodney Thomson Turning to.
War Horses Ways of West

Allies' Kxpenditure Nearly
Influence Being Felt Not

1(1100,000,000 No Fear Only in Dress hut ifi
of Famine.

Many Other Lines, u

the least Important Item In

N..T cost of Kurope's war la

lull for providing home
flesh for the hungry cannon.

Already, with the nr little more than
ii (Mr old, the hOFM and mule hill of

' Entente PoWtM Is Approaching the
S1O0.OOO.OOO mark, an Item exceeded
only hy the coat of the vgrloui food
product! and some of the more Im-

portant war material, such as cotton,
Rtte products, copper, leather goods
tnd automobiles. An apt comparison
H found In the fnct that the exporta
of PStpIOSlVe for the fiscal year ending
June 30 were one-thir- d less than that
of the alue of th horaes aent across
the Atlantic for duty in the war zone.

In less than a year's time America
has become the world's greatest horae
market, As this Is being written a

as to the number of horaes
bought hy the Knslish. French, Italian
nnd Belgian Government! range from
100.000 to &00.000, The great Belgian
ind rrench horse markets, the finest
in lie w rKI. literally have been w iped
nut Ruch Belgian stock aa escaped
confiscation by the Hermans ha! been

I or Is being used In the acrvlce
of i he small army still battling for
Belg um' cause. Pnuiea long aince
ri nscated her valuable Percherons
for service al the front.

Despite the vital part the automobile
h ployed in the modem game of
aai i horae st.:i - i most important
fai lor, If one may Judge hy the cxp r;
ta it n compiled by the Govern mant

for the flscal year. During the twelve
month period winch ended June so this
year Europe paid American sutomo-bil- e

manufacturer! ICS,100,000 for
m itor trucks and parts. The horae bill
for the tame period came to $t.- -
firt(i ,000.

Tl . mobilisation of the dumb am-

nio corps Is proceeding on a acalc al
niost as vast as that of the manufac-
ture "f war luppllei in the great
Klltern factories. In no other way
hoi the world ar been brought aa
i home to the American farmer
s- ,n the horse business. Whole ooun
lie! In the Middle West have heen
turned into one vast feed lot to

the demands of one for-elg- n

Qovernmeni aione. There i
l ireely a town in the West with a
lurplui "f horeefieeh which has not

Invaded hy the horse loners and
.'ins ,,f ih.. four Entente Powers.

The American farmer, a! he la the
" di greatest owner of h .raefleh.
I finding himself much aought after
by lie horse buyers who represent"' !. Who .11 turn l.ave con- -

. ti r ,r the purchase of many thou-eu- i' of horses for unknown coun-
ters ,!t war.

More than 2,( ,000 worth of horses
tii' I'd.: aasembled each weak in theeight great concentration campx for
war hnrsas in this country. This

--' going on f,,r many weeks
il there is every prospect that as

w. r drags on Europe's horse bin
Will continue to crow at the rate oft: Ollli.uOO I,, .1 IMIO. uoO a Week.

Derplte the enormous scale on
which horse are being bought for
the warring nation there need he
r' f' "' of a famine in horseflesh
l'i this roup try. The 300,000 horses
Wi.irh have gone to Kurope, or are
' their way. conatltuta hut a small
proportion or the total, according to
i:ie lllsl censua, taken In IMS, which
showed thnl more than 10,000,000
horse were owned on the farms of
the country,

The American horse market la en- -
loying the greatest prosperity it hna
ever known, suve possibly during the

' me ,,f the civ i war. Tic- horses
nnd mules purchased hy the American
'"Vrnment at the time of the war
with Hpnln and ti- bough)

:" b' Ihe Pritiah nation during the
Boer war become rather small items
when compared with contracts
awarded up to tin- - present time dur- -'

ttad world war.
The ureat concentration and dietri- -

ramps are located at Lathrop,
Mo ; !rand Island. Net,.; Kttst St.
loul 1:1 Chicago, Kanaaa city,
III .: Sew orle .r.s, Bru Mlleg city.
Mon Montreal, New Vi.rk, Virginia
part nnd New Orleana are the chief
port for the shipping of horses to
Kurope,

Perhaps 'I., greatest concentration
" uled at Grand island anil

row l"'or twelve months a steady
stream of Hrlt sit gold ha poured Into
these iw.i u'UI horse camps. Build- -
lugs hnv gone UO With the ranMltv

"1 mining camp There are
' burns two block! long and 100
t wide, feed harm, grain elevators.

iftli s and many aorsa of shipping
Hearcely a, person in these

tw communities but has been able
ijoy some measure of the great

Wi Ith brought by til! horse busl-Tt- e

fanners who ore supplying
Immense slons of feed products
becoming wealthy in a year'

day lati .lime 4,0011 horses
ed Ir li iigonls inltiH

tunt isl The value of this one
ol horae was In the neighbor

of 1II0,000, In the last six
months front 1.000 to 5.000 horse

' ien sent out of Grand Island
fry wed; tor Montreal, the chief

Ik tl !. shipping port The same may
" a of business conducted at

l.athrop and also f Must st. Louis,
irs more Ihnn 150,000 horses have

beep put chased lor w ar nervine. The
Onvernmenl wporl for the fiscal year
Ind.cates thai more than trs.ooo
horses were hipped out of American
I"!'" for Europe, ns compared to the
2aaoo animals purchased hy Euro-
peans in ihe year preceding. This,

e, d )os nut InclUdS the Itn-- 1

' shipment! tin. do from Mou-
lt :l.

Ihirlng July more horses were -

(eruhled In Lathrop than wile ever
gathered together before in the world s
history Because of the delay In se
curing transports at the count more
than So, 000 horses were being held
on orders from British ugent. The
death rate among the horses from all
causes averages more than fifty a
day, and constantly there are rumors
Which ti ll of the death of thousands
Of horses

staio health Inspectors noon heard
of the big death rate and hurried to
Lathrop in investigate, Army vet-

erinarians met the excited Stale of-

ficials Willi statistics which soon al-

iased irs. The denthe, the vet-

erinarians ' nrcd out. came to about
one-ha- ll of per ceill a week The
Inspector! agreed that this rate was
no greater than thai .11 the average
farm. The British ultimo- to lose
s.nne HO.ooo worth of horses a day,

Dlsaass is not i he only agent of
death, as the habit ' if "null. 111;'' is
responsible for many deaths, On
being changed from one pasture 10 an
other the great herds of horses Im
mediately often set oul on a dead
run for the circuit of the held. Tin
will run for hours sometime until
scores full dead of exhaustion or are
trampled to death beneath the flying
hoofs of the Mtrouger animals. If
the herd Is large the turns at the
cornel s cannot alw ays be made, a ml
sometimes a quarter of a mile or
wire foncie disappears oh in a twlnk
ling. Tin n the veterinarians ers kept
nuay sewing up wire ems for day,
at a time.

Tin .1 f tin- sunken road at
Wstet piite oftt n duplicated
lie, niily I, tOO horses were being
driven along a road near Lathrop
when t hi v am. t . a partly Hooded
rut mi' A si. irii le followed end the
t'i'.iii ranks of lie grsgl herd were
swept Into the muddy current. In the
twinkling of an eye the ravine was
trampled Into a solid mass f bodies,
while the remainder of ihe herd gai-- I

loped over ihe struggling mass In
safely. Scores of horses were drowned
nnd other were so wounded by the
battering ' f of (heir frantic mates
thai there was nothing left 10 do bul
kill lie in The lask for the skinners
was a grows, me one.

These skinners are feeling the pros- -

pcrily of the lanes, I'm- a lint! one
man receivi u the niucs f 'f burying the
horses, Al ihe market price of from
ft to per hide he was repined to he
malting about II, too .1 week for Ihe
work Another arrangement was soon
made which brutish! his Income down
Pour ami sometimes flvs large gangs
of skinners are kept at Work, and then,
particularly after a stampede, they
are unable In keep up with the pnee

The horse buyers and foreign agents
are almost as secretive about their
bUBlnesa as ate the manufacturers of
war munitions, because of mysterious
agencies aliened to be active in seek
Ing io prevent the delivery of the
horse to the sea coast cine Many
huyeri report (hiding fin s el Unknown
origin in Irelr barns, the most impor-
tant Instance of this nature being re- -

porud nom Kansas city, wnors a
1

large barn containing many horses
The entire shipment of

horses had been turned loose before
tin: lire was set

Another peculiar case of this kind
occurred in a small Iowa city, liver
on on side of the town wus a ear
loaded wlili wheat consigned to the
Rngllsh Qovernment, while almost a
mile away was a barn containing a
day's pun base of horses for the army
At almost the same infinite tires were
discovered in the barn and in the car
of wheat Sixteen horses were burned
to death and the car of wheat was a
total loss.

The class of h "rses found most de-

sirable by the foreign buyers weigh
front 1,200 to ljno pounds. Kxperts
In the middle West unite In saying
that the disposal of this class of ani-
mals will pi,.-.,- a real henedt to the
farmers, as the horse weighing 1,500
pound or more has been found to
in- more economical, it is argued
that the war business will Inspire the
farmer 10 the raising of horses of a
belter grade and that the slopping of
Ihe Importation of fine horses from
Km ipo will throw him on his own
resources,

The llrllisli Qovemment has been
the most liberal buyer of American
horses, both In quality and price, whh
Cranes and Italy coming in the order
named. Belgium was a lively bidder
early in the war, as was Kerhln, hut
these two nations, for the most part,
hove closed up their American con-- i
sac ' of this nature

iBxfwo classes of animal are being
Pj based tor use in hjlthsgsr

armies The artillery horse, or "gun
r.er," us he Is known among the buy-
ers, is being purchased at pr.oe rati--in- g

from It SO to fl.so. He must be
I StWeen I and s year old, must la.'k

la blemish of any kind, and must
weigh ahout 1,1(0 pounds to find
favor with the English agents. The
uiiolincationa for the "rider" Ifor the
cavalry nrmi are very similar, the
scale of prices being the same.

The Prcnt h Qovernment has boon
buying liberally horses for gunnery
service, the requirement being al-- 1

most Identical with those stipulatsd
in English contracts However, the
prices paid are lower than those

by the English agents The
Italian buyers, too. are devoting al-

most their entire tune to the purcliim
of horses for artillery service. The
requirements are not quite so strict as
those of the English ami French buy
era. and the scale of prices Is low I.
ranging from 14B to l5

Park colored hollies are the rule,
though not always the exception, us
they offer a more difficult target for
tile enemy's sharpshooter. White and
light cohired uorses ran be converted
Into the shades more daelruhle for
army service In a short time, however,
and ure purchased quite frequently.

Iowa has furnished approximately
T.1,000 horses, while Illinois, the D-
akota, Minnesota, Missouri, Kansas
and Oklahoma huve contributed
heavily to the lining of the Immense
orders for horseflesh Montans has
sent some of the bet cayuse, about
30,000 in number, t Europe.

The preparation of a horse for war

duty require almost as mucfc time a
the maklna Of 0 soldier from a raw
recruit As a rule it is more than
two months fri m the lints the animal
becomes the property of the foreign
government until it is passed on to
lit battle front as tit for service. The
details through which the hors must
paa before tltuil Inspection is made
ure painstakingly exact.

The buyer who conclude the deal
for the horse brands it Just above the
hoof with a letler Indicating his name
The horae then is forwarded to one
of ihe thrro yreat distributing cen-
tres Denver, Grand island or La-
throp, There the horses are inspected
and branded for the sec. nd time, this
time the brand being an arrow hettd
(if intended for English service) on
the left hip and the letter - on the
right hip. The former serves as an
English mark and the letter V indi-
cates that the horse was purchased
In the United States. This serve as
an efficient check on the purchaser
of every animal nnd eliminates to a
great degree the danger of fraud.

Shipment! received at Denver or
Miles city are passed on to Grand
Island, Where they are unloaded for
feeding and wittering The horses ire
given a few day rest, are Inspected
for the third time and their forOtOM
and tail trimmed onethtrd. They art-ti-

n prepared for shipment to Mon-tre-i- l.

At frequent Intervals the horses
are unloaded al what are called feed-bi- n

and watorlng stations, one such
station, Ooone, la having hi en es-
tablished between tirand . Island and
Chicago. A I Bonne the horses ure

aain unloaded and allowed sivcru.
da) I In wlii, h ti i rest and fi ed. Cue
Is taken to see that they act nlentv
of exercise. ' i addition they are gi.--
a fourth Inspect ii n.

The hor.-- i s ate billed through as
first class freight and arc cared for
as such. The freight bill of the Eng-
lish army l growing to an en run as
sum. Prom Boon the louses are
ruahed to Calumet Park n Chicago,
where the have another period nf
rest, exercise and feeling, Ruch horse
geis individual attention and an flaw
which may have escaped Ihe ,ls nf
other inspectors are sure t., be noticed
here.

After a stay egtendil :: from 9V(
days to a week the horses are f u -

warded to Wind--- . r, Cnnn a. which
also Is a rest sun ion. Tin IP X- - slop- made al Toronti '. and the a a) l
ping place mi (us ilds of tits Ail ic
s Montreal. Her e the horses get

plenty of opporttlll it lea io n tin ti 'ir
"lens" before the aa an trip i begun

The handling nf The hors
arrive in England arte Inil It
from ihe methods In vogue in Am
The shipment are divided and rui
tu the distributing ttui mu t r t '

Una! period of test and attention
fore they are taken across the ,han-- I

n!i About ten days (Ims is given U
the preparation of the horso for duly
at the front.

The farm horre winch brought IISO
when It was placed on III sab' blocll
at a Western stniioii has cost (lis
Km i' . Q'lvemment its price again,
or al jit 300 before H li finally pi"- -

nounctd read) for lorvlos

is a question whether Jaimrf '

IT Itnitatlona of the West have not
lieen more successful than West-
ern Imitations of things Jmsi-nea- e.

aaya H. Tukagl in the Jnkan
Maunnr for tVtotier. The kimonos
sometime worn by Weatern Indies
iilustrut, ons of Japanese women M

ores are usually nothing more than
undergarments, and produce on th',
Japanese mind much the same effect
as if Japanese ladles appeared among
the Weatern public with their
or petticoats on the outside, others
again appear in Japanese women' un-
dress attire, or even in dressing gowns
nf Japanese ladles, believing that th y
are in the garb of u Well dressed lady
of fashion.

Those gay nnd gaudy garments
with emtmddered flowers or scenery
are never worn hy Japanese women
aa outer dreaa. If worn at ll the y
are undergarment and when their
edges show beneath a skirt or through
a sleeve It Is thought a bit taking
by the fashionable. lUOh gay colors
are confined In any case to girls be-

low II years of age. In fact tha
general color and design of Japan!
dresses worn by Western women ara
quite out of taste with Japan.

The Japanese lady a a rule ha
unerring taste a to dress; she has no
fancy for such primary color aa red,
blue or yellow. If worn at all tfley
must be compounded. She prefers
austere shades and then well Mixed,
as tea color. Indigo or gray. But
when Western women oonje to Japan
and order Japanese kimonos they In-

variably prefer color which no Japa-
nese lady would tolerate, tlitofjy Ml
large and flaring designs and; gay
colors. ;

The remarkable thing is thas soma
Japanese women are beginning to be
Influenced by this foreign taa!e in
dress. Evil communK-atlon- a corrupt
good manners. In nvent yeara, there-
fore, we have been forced to witness
In Japan an Increasing jreferems tor
louder tones In dress; so that It Is ttow
no infrequent sight to notice ladles
of SO arrayed in showy de;gn. Its
gSClally about the neck and breiuit
on skirt borders, which can onlyi bo
regarded as due to Western inrtu- SVe.

Acain it Is noticeable that WeJBrn
women when they want a Japanese
parasol always select those with slfbwy
design, butterflies or cherry blossoms
It may U'. things which In Japan are
used only by children. No Japanese
woman would dnre appear with suin a
highly decorated parasol; but never-
theless the Japanese woman now
using the foreign parasol with gay
embroideries thereon, which shows' the
influence of the foreign woman on
Japan. Also the foreign custom of
using printed calico and chintz is coin-In- s

into VOgue among Japanese ladles.
In table ware too there is observable

a certain degree of foreign influence.
Tlere is a kind of ware known a
Yokohama goods, with a vine design
in H"'..l ami red, which was specially
manufactured for foreign export, and
tins is now beginning t" be uaef) py
some Japanese, It is sometimes called
iln nlshlklde, or brocade finish, and, is
now being used among the Jupane.Se,
especially for plates.

The native Japanese plate la of
small diameter. ti"i more than four
inches, but owtnil t" Western intlm-no-

plates of eight or nine inches are now
being used. Th is the export good
are oomilta to be taken locally. In the
sain, w.o foreign Influence Is seen In
the Increaslns use of glassware among

Japanese, porcelain having been
used hitherto,

One cannot go Into a Japanese shop
nowndnys without neelng some evl-de- ni

e of Western Influence, In the old
shops business was carried "li accord-
ing to S credit system and all attempts
at flaring advertisement were re-

corded as a siuu of humbug, while the
Shops were holm at the entrance with
gloom) curtnlns, no nttempl being
made at attracting customers. Tha
merchant was content to sell if people
wanted to bin and ho depended on
those who hud confidence In him. This
was no doubt due to the evils "f the
Tokugnwa day when If a merchant's
shop looked loo prosperous he was apt
to be Imp ed "ii by requUltlon or
accommodation In money to assist Ills
feudal lord At any rate all the first
cki.-- s establishments of old Japan
aimed ai quietness ami unostentatlon
in business, something like certain big
itntish firms.

Any one familiar with Tokie of
twenty year ago will remember what
low. gloomy building big firms, such
as the Mitsui or the ihlrokly had
then. There was no inch thing as a
show window or a dlplay of goods.
Now all ti,;- - I hangi and everything
is on the most elaborate and ornate
p'.an with gav decorations and lottd
advert isementa In fact, the big shops
have been completely Westernised.

Another .nd.. at "ii "I Western
is the Increaslns use of Vt-er- n

pen and ink In preference ta the
native woy. It I safa to say that
there i hurdl) a merchant In Japan
who does not e a fountain pen.

No on can look at a Japanese news-
paper or p.riod al Without seeing
how much it .we- - to Western influ-

ence. The magazines nf old Japan hd
cover ib signs of some fumou piece of
art. but y Ihe are covered With

advertisement In imitation of Western
publications, No instead "f Invitjpa
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the n nib r t i a benotlf lew' of M'Mll'

Fuji, the U sing Monti n mVbj of
birds, oil upper an In ( iver ho I

asked p. note tha mer , - mo P4'

ent medicine m ''; ,1 to ii.. a Vi

Tim i vi r ncres n nn ..r oaf
and In r halls in '

n th
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harrnuin a" "
Importation In .. e erj n nre

1 .
inly the most

Influence ..n Japi en ian
Honed, bul ihere I '".ll - Kl'i-.- l'

di al more Io b s.i d, I 'I I"
moral and spirit. Ind 1' ie e whit i

Japan has received ipl III ece.k -

ing from iccident.il nuiitl le In any
case, it is clear thll two clvlllgg
tl us are making .1 ier and closer
approach. West' Tl m aie n nn gaff
adopting Ihe silt ' Idri with 11a fns
hoi loin, wldi h the
Worn for centuries.


